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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
When the Lake Huron Club members read 
this report, the Chantry Derby will be in 
the books. I hope all members took part 
and hooked a friend. 
No better conversation 
takes place than on the 
water. Media Day was 
a great success with 
many of our Sponsors 
attending. We received 
a big “Thank You” from 
the Bruce Peninsula 
Sportsmen Association for sending them in 
Ernie Ackert’s Great Boat and also for the 
collection of the rainbow eggs at Denny’s 
Dam. The Fish Clubs have pooled resourc-
es to make each Club better. Back to the 
Derby...it is the largest single fundraiser the 
Club has. Without it and the Sponsorships 
that make it successful, the Club would not 
exist because funds to run the hatcheries 
would not be available.

Fishing has been challenging to say the 
least, maybe even VERY challenging. But 
the icing on the cake is the fish caught 
were very healthy and very large. I myself 
cannot remember the last time five salmon 
over 20 lbs. were weighed in as well as 
good numbers of browns and rainbows.

The Club Executive OK’d some more 
work at the Maple Hill Hydro Dam by 
making the fish ladder more fish friendly 
at low water. It looks like the money was 
spent wisely because with low water and 
turbines shut down, the fish can pass to 
get to the Beatty spawning beds. Thanks 
to Jody Scheifley for the hours spent 
watching and designing the new steps 
for the ladder. Also, as a club we have 
committed to the removal of the Walkerton 

Dam. The amount of fish in pounds that we 
will generate by the removal of this dam, 
would stun even the harshest critics. We 

will increase fishing oppor-
tunities to all anglers (river 
and lake). This dam was put 
on the river to run a sawmill 
almost 100 years ago. In 
those days science had not 
entered into the fish equa-
tion and so with our new 
technology we are working 

to save more fish. Hopefully our members 
will get behind Brockton for the removal of 
this dam.

Anyone wishing to participate in the 
collection of salmon eggs the end of 
September, please contact Harold Cowan: 
519-797-1942 (haroldstoy@sympatico.ca). 
Help is always appreciated.

Also the dock removal in Kincardine will 
be September 30th (Friday) and October 
1st (Saturday). All hands on deck (a couple 
of people needed with waders). Please 
contact myself: 519-368-5376 (hahn@
brucetelecom.com).

Yours in Conservation,

Phil Hahn 
LHFC President

LHFC Executive Commitee:
President

Phil Hahn • hahn@brucetelecom.com

Vice-President
Mike Hahn • 519.569.0730 • mhahn@tri-mach.com

Secretary
Jim Drummond • drummer.4433@yahoo.ca

Treasurer
Michael Blumhagen • lisacout@sympatico.ca

Directors
Carmen Gazel

Harold Cowan • haroldstoy@sympatico.ca

Richard Elliott Jr • richard.elliott.jr13@gmail.com

Kevin Buhr • kevin.buhr@gmail.com

Ron Krulicki • vickru@hurontel.on.ca

Dick Verrips • dickverrips@gmail.com

Next LHFC  
General Meeting
Please join us for our upcoming 
general meeting for September 
8 th, which will take place at 
Underwood for 7:30 P.M.

LHFC Annual Pig Roast
Just a reminder that the annual pig and corn roast 
at the Baie Du Dore Quonset Hut is Saturday 
September 10th. Dinner served at 6pm sharp. I 
hope you can all make it!!! A – M last name please 
bring a dessert. N – Z please bring a salad. $10 
bucks a plate! Mark your calendars!

Public Meeting—Truax Dam
Public consultation meeting to discuss proposed 
removal of the Truax Dam. It will include a presen-
tation of the fishery by the MNRF. Members of 
LHFC will also be available to provide informa-
tion and answer questions. It will take place on 
October 5th  at 7:00pm at the Walkerton Fire Hall 
Meeting Room.

“I myself  cannot remember 
the last time five salmon 

over 20lbs. were weighed in 
as well as good numbers of  

browns and rainbows.”

September

8
7:30pm
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Another Chantry Chinook Classic Salmon Derby 
has come and gone with the awards day being 
held on August 7th. Your Chantry Derby Commit-
tee wishes to thank all the sponsors, volunteers, 
and participants for another successful derby. 
There were a number of positive comments 
received from derby participants. You take the 
good with the not so good as there were also a 
number of complaints, which included the prizes 
and operation of the derby. As always, there are 
suggestions for improvement which will be consid-
ered for next year.

Congratulations to all of our 
winners. The first day of the derby 
there was a salmon weighed in, 
that was larger than the 2015 
winner, with the salmon just getting 
bigger as time went on. Courtesy 
of and thanks to the winners we 
have a few excellent photos to 
share. We are always looking 
for photos for our website and 
promotions. Should you have 
photos to share please send them 
to us.

Congratulations to Jordon 
MacDougall, the overall Salmon 
swinner of $15,000 for the largest salmon. With that win Jordon 
graciously donated $2000.00 to the Lake Huron Fishing Club to 
continue its ongoing programs. Thanks to Calvin and all those that 
made another Awards Day successful.

Our sponsors and ticket outlets play a vital role in the success of 
this derby. The derby was a great success largely due to the money 
and product raised from sponsors. This cash and product from them 
goes to putting together the cash prizes, Kid’s Day, special events, 
and sponsor boards awarded. We can never forget our local spon-
sors from Kincardine to Lions Head. We would be amiss if we didn’t 
mention two of our local sponsors, namely: Lake Huron Rod and 
Gun, who supply all the rods & reels; and J & S Tackle, who supply 
all the fishing kits for Kid’s Day. Support these sponsors where ever 
possible, the continued loyal support of our sponsors is the biggest 
part of the success of the Chantry. Without them, the derby would 
not be viable.

The Lake Huron Fishing Club will again benefit from a finan-
cial contribution, as a result of the success of the 2016 derby. 
The money raised for the club goes toward our school education 
program, directly back into the health of the Lake Huron fisheries, 
fish restocking program, and improvement of the waterways for the 
fish habitat. This also includes the operation of two fish hatcheries, in 
Kincardine and Port Elgin. Our club continues to successfully release 
rainbow trout into the Saugeen River, brown trout, and chinook 
salmon into Lake Huron and its tributaries.

There were a number of glitches in our 
computer database software during the derby. 
The committee had previously identified issues 
and to ensure database software was upgraded 
for 2016. The database was upgraded prior to the 
Derby, although not in sufficient time to test run 
the program. This resulted in additional problems 
and issues creating an annoyance and concerns. 
With a great deal of extra work, there was no 
issues that affected outcomes of major winners, 
although it did cost us some extra prizes.

The participants in the derby 
were 1550, down 182 from 
2015. There were 137 less 
tickets sold overall, however, this 
was comparable to 2014. The 
number of tickets sold online 
keeps on increasing from the 
previous years.

Weather and fishing condi-
tions were not really favourable 
for the derby in 2016, as we lost 
a number of days on the water. 
There were a total of 1001 fish 
caught and weighed in 2016 
which is a decrease from 2015. 
Although the number of fish 

weighed in decreased, there was a huge increase in the size of 
salmon in 2016. I will not attempt to provide any explanation for this. 
For full details at look on our website www.chantrychinook.com.

The 33rd annual Chantry Chinook Classic Salmon Derby is now in 
the history books for most. Although there still is work to do for the 
committee, a wrap-up meeting was held to evaluate the 2016 derby. 
Suggestions for positive derby improvements are always welcome; 
please send your comments directly to us. Following our next meet-
ing a report will be presented to the LHFC executive.

There are a number of people required to volunteer and serve on 
the committee to fill important roles. How do you put this nicely? 
Instead of sitting back whining and complaining, come forward and 
assist with new ideas for the committee, which is extremely vital. 
There is too big of a work load for a few people.

Our first organizing meeting for 2016, is to be held September 
20th 7:00 p.m. at the Port Elgin Salmon Hatchery. If you feel you 
have something to offer and contribute please attend the meeting. 
This is where the decisions are made for the upcoming derby, not in 
the local coffee shop. Should you be interested in volunteering and 
cannot attend this meeting, send us an email at info@chantrychi-
nook.com.

Tentative Dates for the 2017, 34th annual Chantry Chinook Classic 
Salmon Derby is July 22rd to August 6th. Mark these dates on your 
calendar.

Bert Kuntz

2016 CHANTRY CHINOOK CLASSIC 
SALMON DERBY SEPTEMBER UPDATE

Chairman Brian (right) and winner Jordon 
MacDougall (left) with the largest Salmon 
on Awards Day at 23.78 lbs.

Bruce McDonald with the overall second 
largest salmon at 23.45 lbs.

Chairman Brian (right) and winner Paul 

Geiger (left) with largest trout at 19.86 lbs.

http://www.chantrychinook.com
mailto:info@chantrychinook.com
mailto:info@chantrychinook.com
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TROUT HATCHERY UPDATE

A WORD FROM THE HATCHERY CREW

MAPLE HILL FISHWAY LHFC MEMBERSHIPS

Our rainbow trout have been moved to larger tanks and counted. 
We have a great batch of fish thanks to our conscientious volun-
teers. I’d like to give special recognition to Darryl Hilliard who 
treated eggs, picked dead eggs and cleaned the rainbow trout fry 
tanks every morning for the past four months to ensure we have a 
healthy batch of rainbows. The brown trout are also looking good 
and have been split up into additional tanks to give them more 
room. The two new hatchery tanks are sitting outside the side door 
of the hatchery. The new tanks will be installed after our brown trout 
are released at the end of October. Thank you to Matt Luckhart 
for persevering with the frustrating job of ordering, shipping, and 
unloading the tanks. If we have any new members who would like 
to get involved with the Trout Hatchery, I would like to talk with you. 
Also, after 26 years, I am hoping to shed some of my Trout Hatch-
ery Manager duties. If there are one or more members who would 

be willing to take on some more responsibility at the Trout Hatch-
ery I would gladly work with you until you are comfortable to take 
over your assignments. Most of the bugs have been worked out of 
our hatchery systems and procedures so hatchery operations are 
pretty smooth. Alex Duthie has generously offered to assist with the 
redesign and updating of our Trout Hatchery Operations Manual. 
This manual is a complete set of procedures and instructions for 
just about everything that we do down at the hatchery. This manual 
ensures that we capitalize on 31 years of fish hatchery experience 
in the Lake Huron Fishing Club.

Al Wilkins

Kincardine Trout Hatchery Manager 
Email: fisheye@bmts.com 

Phone: 519-396-9764

Just wanted to send a note, a couple of pictures, to let you know the new finishing tanks for 
the Kincardine hatchery have arrived. Thanks to sponsorship from The Ontario Steelheaders, 
The Power Workers Union, The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, and the Communi-
ty Hatchery Program we have purchased additional finishing tanks to improve health and size 
of stocked fish. Also a big thank you to the town of Kincardine works department for helping 
unload them for us.

 After the brown trout are stocked in late October, we will start installation of the tanks. This 
will require considerable man hours to remove three intermediate tanks, change the drainage 
and standpipe plumbing, change water supply plumbing, change the blower for air stones, 
remove and reinstall the feed cabinet, and also change emergency oxygen lines. Lots of fun 
to be had, but the pay off will be worth it. With less crowding in the tanks there will be better 
growth with less fin damage as the fish nears release.

 Thanks

 Matt Luckhart

Rare opportunity to see 
this fishway in opera-
tion during August. The 
turbines have been shut 
down for servicing.

Got to say I am very 
optimistic at this point. I 
would surmise there was 
¼” of water going over 
the top of the dam today.

Jody Scheifley

Manoeuvring the hatchery finishing tanks.

Maple Hill fishway.

New Members
Richard Brock Southampton, ON

Tim Brennan 
Waterloo, ON

Thomas Bezruki Courtice, ON

John Hamilton & Family Lucan, ON
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HEPWORTH ANGLERS CONTINUES  
RESTORATION PROJECT IN 2016

The Hepworth Anglers Club is 
participating in the 2016 South 
Bruce Peninsula Doors Open 
program at 351 Spring Creek Road 
on September 17th, 2016 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., displaying 
stream restoration work on Spring 
Creek and features of the Hepworth 
Karst Drainage System.

Spring Creek:
Created by the Hepworth Karst 
Drainage System, this five kilometer 
cold water stream is a major contribu-
tor to:
1) the migratory fishery providing 
spawning and nursery habitat for rain-
bow trout, chinook/coho salmon and
2) enhancing water quality in the 
Sauble River by contributing up to 
30% of the water in the summer time.

Directions:
Heading north through the traffic light in Hepworth, take the first 
road west (Spring Creek Road) to 351 Spring Creek Road.  Follow 

the laneway approximately one kilometer 
through the bush to the parking area in an 
open field.

Itinerary:
Three guided tours on a walking path 
along Spring Creek are scheduled at 
10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., will 
include site visits displaying:

- enhanced spawning areas

- side channels providing nursery habitat

- embedded woody debris

- diverters

- riffle beds

- lunker boxes

- two major springs

- aeration equipment

-  permanent measuring stations moni-
tored by Dr. James Hamilton

Please wear appropriate footwear for possible wet and marshy 
areas along the walking path, which is primarily dry.

Spring Creek Restoration continues in 2016, with fish bio mass 
studies conducted by Ministry of Natural Resources and Forests 
(MNRF) biologist Jody Scheifley and Ben McGill. Assistance was 
provided by summer students Anna Beckett, Kyle McCarrel, Justin 
Viljakainen with the MNRF; Marnel Muller with Bruce Power; Emily 
Wilson, Clementina Consens with Hepworth Anglers; also includ-
ing Francis Chua of Bruce Power and Dr. James Hamilton of 
Wilfrid Laurier University.  Bio Mass study results are being used to 
measure the performance of restoration projects.  Spring Creek is a 
major contributor to the migratory sports fishery in the Sauble River 
watershed, providing natural reproductive habitat for rainbow trout, 
coho and chinook salmon.

The folks in the attached photo are biologist Jody Scheifley  
(L), student Marnel Muller ( C ) and Ben McGill (R).

The folks in the attached photo are biologist Jody Scheifley  

(L), student Marnel Muller ( C ) and Ben McGill (R).



• LHFC Newsletter • | 5

• September 2016 •

Executive Meeting Dates:
January 21, 2016
March 17, 2016
May 19, 2016
July 21, 2016

October 20, 2016

General Meetings:
February 11, 2016

April 14, 2016
June 9, 2016

September 8, 2016
November 10, 2016

Special Events :
Adopt a Highway – April 23, 2016
Spring Fish Fry – June 11, 2016

Derby Media Day and Sponsor Appreciation – July 8, 2016
Derby – July 23 - August 7, 2016
Derby Awards – August 7, 2016
Pig Roast – September 10, 2016

Christmas Party – December 8, 2016

Special Projects:
Docks in – Apri 29, 30, 2016

Docks out – September 30th and October 1st, 2016
Chinook egg collection – TBA
Rainbow egg collection – TBA

Chinook release – TBA
Rainbow release – TBA

Brown trout release – TBA
Road cleanup – TBA

Baie Dore Docks – TBA
2016 Conservation projects – TBA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


