
Fishing Club
2019 has come to a close and I hope 
all our club members have had a great 
year. I stopped into the salmon hatchery 
yesterday to see the Sunday volunteer 
crew. These fellows are very experienced 
stealhead fisherman and one mentioned 
he’d come across 4 dead bow on the 
shores of the geen over the weekend. A 
few were wild and a few were clipped. 
They all had the same problem. Nothing. 
Healthy good looking adults. Just dead.

The guys figure 
they died because 
of a failed catch 
and release. Its 
a great way to 
ensure we and 
future generations 
will have quality 
fishing opportunities but this is something 
that happens. The chat reminded me 
of a great article I read years ago about 
catch and release mortality rates in our 
sister club Ontario Steelheaders 2015 
newsletter. Some ideas have hung with 
me ever since I read the article. A big one 
is “delayed mortality can occur in fish that 
appear absolutely normal at the start of the 
recovery period”. The newsletter and that 
article are still available at the Steelheaders 
website: www.steelheaders.ca.

It’s a great article to read and it finishes 
with six ways to reduce mortality:
 • keep them wet

 • use a net

 • be gentle

 • quick release

 • DON’T touch the gills

 • use barbless

The article really stresses “keep em wet” 
and mentions the following stats:
 • no air exposure 12% mortality

 • 30 sec air exposure 38% mortality

 • 60 sec air exposure 72%.

There’s loads of information and YouTube 
videos about catch and release to check 
out next time you’re hopping around the 
internet. Here’s a good site:  
www.keepemwet.org.

So keep on 
fishing... eat some 
and release some. 
Ain’t nothing wrong 
with that. Tight lines!

We had a great 
surprise yesterday. 
Friends from the 

upper Saugeen area held a bit of a 
tournament and moved along some 
proceeds to the LHFC hatcheries. 
Thanks very much to Lucas Bester and 
his friends with The Walkerton Derby for 
a great donation of $350!

From the executive members, me 
and my family, I’d like to wish you and 
all those who supported the Lake Huron 
Fishing Club a very Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year!

Yours in Conservation,
Kelly Mullen - LHFC President
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LHFC General 
Members Meeting
Please mark your calendar for 
the first general meeting for 
2020. Join us on March 26th, 
which will take place at Underwood for 7:30 P.M.

MNRF 2020 Regs Available
Just a quick reminder that the new MNRF regula-
tions for 2020 are now available at: https://files.
ontario.ca/mnrf-fishing-regulations-summary-
en-2019-12-13.pdf. Also a good idea to renew 
your fishing license, if you haven't already done so.

"Friends from the upper Saugeen 
area held a bit of  a tournament 
and moved along some proceeds 

to the LHFC hatcheries."

Dedicated To Ensuring Future Generations Will Have Quality Fishing Opportunities

March

26
7:30pm
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KINCARDINE HATCHERY UPDATES

LOSSES AT THE HATCHERY FALL 2019 REPORT
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We had the good fortune to have Janco 
Construction lay a concrete floor in the 
Kincardine Trout Hatchery at the end of 
last year and the beginning of this year. 
Here’s a few shots of the crew who helped 
reinstall the intermediate tanks after the job. 
For the heck of it, I was hopping around 
YouTube and found a good five minute 
video from 2011 about the Kincardine 
hatchery.

Check out this Ontario Out of Doors 
Magazine video article: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qpgl3IJznpk.

Kelly Mullen

Good news or bad news, it's always important for our members to stay in the loop with things 
that happen within our club. Garry Biederman, over at the hatchery, has come up with a report 
regarding the losses at the hatchery over the fall. Very informative stuff and it goes to show that 
it's never an easy job at the hatchery. Dave, thanks for the forward and keeping our members 
informed.

If the letter is too small to read, the hatchery report is attached to the email.

We kept our great Hatchery Captain Ron Krulicki busy 

running back and forth to the lumber store for some bits 

and pieces.

Ken Jolley, Mike Hahn, Adam McDonald, Dave Myette, 
Kodey Buchanan and Dick Verrips kept at it till the water 
was flowin’ in... and flowin’ out! Thanks guys.

the losses. On 17 November 2019 the well pump was put 
on line and temperature was raised.

(2) On 27 November, Richard Elliot and Ross MacDonald 
removed approximately 700 eggs from the hatchery to 
stock the school hatcheries. On 12 December 2019, they 
told me that there were no significant (if any)  losses at 
the schools. This indicated that the cause of the losses 
occurred after 27 November 2019.

(3) On 1 December 2019, we experienced 3 power outages 
during the day. I go down to the hatchery when power is 
restored to restart the pump and get the flows 
reestablished.This time I restarted the pump 3 times. 
Each time the eggs were subjected to a thermal shock. 
The eggs were also at a critical stage in that hatching was 
underway. On afternoon of 3 December 2019 I noticed 
large number of dead in the first trays  hatching out. This 
continued for all the trays. The power failure events and 
pump restarts was the primary cause of the fatalities.

(4) A problem that contributed to the severity of the event 
was the lack of resources to get the dead fry and egg 
shells cleaned out of the trays as fast as possible,As the 
dead fry and accumulated shells start to decompose they 
remove oxygen from the water and suffocate the 
remaining fry and eggs in the trays. There is also a rapid 
growth of fungus which entraps live fry and kills them.  

(5)
(6) Please note that the rainbow trout do not seem to have 

been affected by this event at all. Both the vet. and Mr. 
Brailey  stated that we seemed to have hit a perfect 
storm. The temperature swings happened just as the eggs 
were at a very critical stage- hatching.

Garry Biederman
(1)   

Investigation Of Losses at Hatchery Fall 2019

I am submitting this report to the Lake Huron Fishing Club presenting 
the results of my investigation as to the cause(s) of the catastrophic loss of 
egg sac fry during hatch in December 2019.

Individuals I talked to for this investigation are:
Myk Kamaitis – University of Guelph
Matt Brailey – Chatsworth Fish Hatchery
Ron Rob – Sydenham Sportsmen
Jake VanRooyen – Blue Water Anglers
Richard Elliot – Lake Huron Fishing Club ( School Hatcheries)
Ross MacDonald – Lake Huron Fishing Club ( School 

Hatcheries)

Causes

(1) Cold water from the pond during the period 9 November to 16 
November 2019. I do not believe that this was the primary cause but 
temperatures got low enough to cause some stress on the eggs.

(2) Significant temperature swings on December 1, 2019 because of 3 
power interruptions during the day. The well pump shut down each 
time the power went out and when the power came back on I restarted 
the pump and reestablished well water flow. Each time this was 
repeated it subjected the eggs to thermal shock at a very critical time; 
the eggs were at the start of the hatching phase. The loss of well flow 
over this period also caused a reduction in water flows which allowed 
the shells to settle over the remaining eggs leading to possible oxygen 
starvation. This is considered the primary cause of the large losses.

(3) Since the hatch was underway, the accumulation of egg shells and 
dead fry in the trays contributed to oxygen starvation for the 
remaining eggs and fry in the trays. There wasn't enough resources to 
get ahead of the event and this resulted in an increase in losses.

How I Got to these Conclusions

(1) There is  a minimum low temperature limit that if you go 
below will cause significant mortality of salmon eggs. 
Through the period 9 November 2019 to 16 November 
2019 the pond water got very close to this temperature. 
The vet. from Guelph feels this may have stressed the 
eggs but as I will discuss later was not the main cause of 



“The population will grow exponentially, and this was just a good early return,” he said. While the bulk of the work is finished, volunteers will return next year to plant more trees; a 
spillway will also have to be rebuilt where the ponding used to occur next to the culverts. This 
area will become a wetland with amphibian life and waterfowl that’s not connected to the 
stream. 

“The landowners enjoyed that part, just not the degraded water quality when you have the 
stagnant pond on the creek,” said Dobbs. 
The NVCA headed up the project and worked in partnership with the South Simcoe Streams 
Network, Nottawasaga Futures, the Nottawasaga Steelheaders, the Town of New Tecumseth 
and local landowners. 

The total value of the project is about $120,000. Funding was provided by Bruce Power, 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Ontario government. 

 
by Brad Pritchard 

Brad Pritchard is the reporter/photographer for The Alliston Herald. Over the past decade he has worked as a community 
journalist in Simcoe County and Toronto. You can reach him at bpritchard@simcoe.com . Follow him on Twitter and 
follow Simcoe.com on Facebook 
Email: bpritchard@simcoe.com Facebook Twitter  
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New Members
Ron Scarlett 

Southampton, ON

Jack Thain 
Port Elgin, ON

To all the members who have already renewed your membership 
a big Thank You from the LHFC.

Members who receive their newsletter through the mail 
should check the Mailing Label on the their envelope and if 
your membership renewal date is highlighted in red then your 
membership is due Jan 1, 2020. Members who receive their 
newsletter via email will receive an email if your membership is 
due. If you don’t receive an email your membership is good.

Don’t forget you can renew your membership on the 
internet. You can use the link from our website at www.
lakehuronfishingclub.com or directly to: www.cognitoforms.com/
LHFC2/LakeHuronFishingClubMembershipForm.

Also when paying by PayPal please ensure that you chose the 
proper membership eg; Adult $35.00 not Junior $15.00 and fill 
out the entire form so we can keep our records up to date.

Thanks Bob

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

NOTTAWASAGA STEELHEADERS UPDATE
Great News!! Rainbow Trout return to Beeton Creek after decades of absence!! 
Nottawasaga Steelheader efforts along with the South Simcoe Streams Network 
under the guidance of the NVCA have come to fruition within the first year of 
stream rehab efforts. Thank you to all who contributed and supported our efforts!

Full article can be read here: www.simcoe.com/news-story/9658783--we-
were-amazed-rainbow-trout-back-in-beeton-creek-thanks-to-restoration-project/.

Gary Christie

New Tecumseth Ward 5 Councillor and NVCA board 
member Donna Jebb (left), Fred Dobbs, the NVCA’s 
manager of stewardship services, and Sylvia Pedrazzi  
from South Simcoe Streams Network.

During the first phase of the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority's (NVCA) Beeton Creek Coldwater Trout Stream Restoration project, volunteers removed five woody debris jams along the Beeton Creek in Coventry Park in Tottenham. - Brad Pritchard/Torstar 
1 / 2 
A rainbow trout habitat restoration project begun two years ago along Beeton Creek in Tottenham to improve water quality and make recreational trails accessible to residents again is showing signs of success. 

It didn't even take six months for rainbow trout to return to the waters along Tecumseth Heights Drive, just north of Tottenham, where a new larger culvert was installed to serve as a fishway. 

“We were amazed at how fast the rainbow trout returned to this section of the Beeton Creek,” said Fred Dobbs, manager of stewardship services for the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA). “We went back to the sites to do fish sampling this past summer and found several two-month-old wild rainbow trout. This meant that adult trout had been able to access the creek and spawn successfully this past spring.” 
The NVCA conducted the project in two phases starting in the summer of 2018, when volunteers removed five woody debris jams along the creek in Coventry Park in Tottenham. This allowed the water to flow again, restoring access to a trail and bridge that connects to Coventry Park that had been flooded for a number of years. 
The second phase was completed in the fall of 2018 after a new large culvert was installed at a failed ice dam along Tecumseth Heights Drive, just southeast of the 6th Line and Tottenham Road. 

The original structure containing three small culverts was built in the late 1980s. While it functioned well for a number of years, it started to fail as wood and other debris clogged the intake pipes. This caused water to form a pond beside the creek, where it got stagnant and began causing erosion problems. 

The new structure uses one larger culvert that won’t get jammed as easily, and a new concrete cap was also added on the south side to give it more strength. 
“Everything was ponded and stagnant before, but now everything is flowing nicely,” said Sylvia Pedrazzi, environment liaison for the South Simcoe Streams Network. 
Now that the stagnant ponds have been removed, the trout will have a much easier time migrating up the creek. The faster water flow and exposed gravel spawning beds will also make it easier for the trout to reproduce. 

Dobbs said things will really start to improve once the babies return in four years as spawners. 

 

Monday Nov 4, 2019 

 
 

 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) has completed the Beeton Creek 

Coldwater Trout Stream Restoration project. New Tecumseth Ward 5 Councillor and NVCA 

board member Donna Jebb (left), Fred Dobbs, the NVCA's manager of stewardship services, 

and Sylvia Pedrazzi from South Simcoe Streams Network stand in front of the new culvert 

that was installed just north of Tottenham that will make it easier for rainbow trout to swim up 

the river. - Brad Pritchard/Torstar 

  

 



THE 37TH ANNUAL DERBY WILL BE HELD 
FROM JULY 25 TO AUGUST 9, 2020

WWW.CHANTRYCHINOOK.COM
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Executive Meeting Dates:
May 16, 2019

 General Meetings:
Spring General Meeting - March 26, 2020

Fall General Meeting - September 17, 2020

Special Events :
Adopt A Highway -TBA

Derby BBQ at Home Hardware - TBA
Club Fish Fry - June 6, 2020

Derby BBQ at Rowland’s Your Independent Grocer - TBA
Derby Media Day/Sponsor Appreciation - TBA

Chantry Derby - July 25 to August 9, 2020
Derby Awards - TBA

Pig Roast - September 12, 2020
Christmas Party - November 20, 2020

Special Projects:
Docks in (Kincardine) - TBA

Docks out (Kincardine) - TBA
Chinook & Rainbow egg collection - TBA
Chinook, Rainbow, Brown release - TBA

Baie Dor Docks - TBA
2019 Conservation Projects - TBA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


