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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
As Phil Hahn mentioned in his President’s 
Message last month I’ve taken over his role 
as president. We all have to say a very big 
thank you to Phil for 6 years of strong dedi-
cated leadership and to Marlene’s guidance 
along the way

He’s certainly given his all and kept this 
ship afloat. Thank you Phil. Also, we’re very 
lucky as Phil has stayed on the Executive 
and is filling the Past President role. But I 
think his main job now will be to keep me 
between the ditches!

Additionally we’re very fortunate to have the 
board remain virtually unchanged. If you look 
at the left of this page you’ll see Mike Hahn 
is Vice President, all the previous Directors 
have stayed on and we gained a great new 
member, Tony Degasperis, as a Director.

All of these folks work very hard and 
perform different duties to keep our club 
moving ahead. Great work guys. Thank you.

I was born and raised in Walkerton, learned 
how to fish and swim on the Saugeen at 
what we then called the Headgates Dam. The 
Headgates is now called the Truax Dam.

The “headgates” was filled in years ago 
when the SVCA put in the flood control dyke 
system through town. Water held back by 
the headgates, fed into Bustie Truax’s door 
factory when I was a kid. The factory stood 
at the bridge where the Timmy’s is today. 
That poor dam is in shambles. The dam we 
see today was built in 1919. It’s structurally a 
mess and has always been a hard barrier to 
any fish migration up the river.

Bruce Power has stepped up and commis-
sioned environmental and engineering 
assessments to partially remove the dam and 
then rehabilitate the surrounding area.

The objective is that after part of the dam 
is permanently removed, migrating fish will be 

able to continue on further up the Saugeen 
tributaries to natural spawning beds.

Our club is fortunate to be named as the 
main contact for the execution and comple-
tion of the entire project with Bruce Power 
providing full funding.

Things seem to be on track for this work to 
begin in the late summer of 2019.

Visit Brockton’s website at https://www.
brockton.ca/en/do-business/truax-dam.aspx 
for a few more details and some good history 
about the Truax Dam.

Something very important happened 
in Ontario this past week. The MNRF has 
posted a proposal to establish a hunting 
season for double-crested cormorants.  
I know this is something that has been on 
peoples minds for years and years. Now we 
have an opportunity to have some real input. 
The ministry has asked for public comment 
on the proposal.

Please go online to the Ontario Environ-
mental Registry website at https://ero.ontario.
ca/notice/013-4124 to see the proposal AND 
to submit your comment.

Let your voices be heard folks. This has 
been a long time coming. We only have until 
January 3, 2019 to submit comments.

2018 - 19 LHFC Hatchery Crew hats have 
been ordered for our hatchery volunteer crew 
members. Keep your eyes open for them.

From my Family to the Lake Huron Fishing 
Club Families, I want to wish you all a Very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year.

Looking forward to meeting you at our 
annual Christmas Party on Thursday Decem-
ber 6th at the Underwood Community Centre.

Yours in Conservation,

Kelly Mullen - LHFC President

LHFC Executive Commitee:
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Kelly Mullen • 519.270.2053 • kellylhfc@gmail.com

Past President
Phil Hahn • hahn@brucetelecom.com

Vice-President
Mike Hahn • 519.569.0730 • mhahn@tri-mach.com

Treasurer
Michael Blumhagen • lisaandmike@hurontel.on.ca

Secretary
Jim Drummond • drummer.4433@yahoo.ca

Directors
Carmen Gazel

Dave Myette • wildturkeydave@gmail.com

Richard Elliott Jr • richard.elliott.jr13@gmail.com

Ron Krulicki • vickru@hurontel.on.ca

Bill Wyatt • rfs_jr69@hotmail.com

Dick Verrips • dickverrips@gmail.com

Tony Degasperis • captain@fishingaction.com

Annual LHFC Christmas  
Dinner Reminder
Please mark on your calendars 
of this year’s Annual Chirstmas 
Dinner. It will take place on 
Thursday December 6th at the 
Underwood Community Centre. Cocktails  
at 5:00 P.M., dinner served at 6:00 P.M.  
Last names starting with A-H bring a salad,  
I-Z bring a dessert. 

December

6
5:00pm

Dedicated To Ensuring Future Generations Will Have Quality Fishing Opportunities
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The committee is busy preparing for the 
2019, 36th Annual Derby; with a little new 
information to report at this time.

In 2018, with the generosity of a local 
promotion company we produced rack 
cards to promote our Kid’s Day and the 
Derby. This concept was very success-
ful. So for 2019 we are working with the 
same company to produce a rack card for 
the Derby which outlines all of the general 
information promoting the Derby. We will 
then redesign our Brochure keeping the 
most important details. Our posters are 
also being redesigned, keeping with the 
theme of the rack cards, brochure and 
newly designed promotional ad.

In analyzing the 2018 Derby, the 
committee is again preparing pie charts for 
demographics and location of the entrants. 
That information is valuable, not only to our 
sponsors, but also for us to broaden our 
sponsor base. Watch for the information.

The Derby rules have been edited and 
updated with a few notable changes. See 
details on the Chantry website.

There are a couple of small changes 

to the prize structure for 2019, including 
changes for Ladies Day and Seniors Day. 
The Special Weight prize closest to 14.36lbs 
is divided with the Salmon and Trout. The 
$250.00 gift certificates are from Lake 
Huron Rod and Gun and J&S Tackle.

The Derby has contributed $20,000.00 
to the Lake Huron Fishing Club from the 
proceeds of the 2018 Derby. These monies 
will assist the Club to contribute to the 
health of our fisheries and ensure a healthy 
future for the next generation of anglers.

The formal cheque presentation will take 
place at the Club Christmas gathering in 
December.

Sponsorship packages are now being 
edited, updated and readied to be circu-
lated to potential sponsors. Should you 
wish to sponsor or know someone who 
may, contact us, we will send a sponsor 
package. There are already a number of 
LHFC members who provide sponsorship 
for the derby, which is greatly appreciated. 
The 2019 Derby Committee respectfully 
requests your support for this year’s event.

Looking for a special Christmas gift for 

that someone you don’t know what to buy.
A great idea for a Christmas stocking 

stuffer. The Derby tickets are printed and 
are available at J & S Tackle Port Elgin, 
Lake Huron Rod and Gun Underwood and 
on our website via PayPal. Tickets will also 
be available at the LHFC Christmas dinner 
on December 6th at Underwood.

The Derby committee will hold their 
next meeting at the Port Elgin hatchery on 
Wednesday January 7th, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. 
Should you wish to help the Derby commit-
tee in any way, please plan on attending.

Rick, as always, continues to work hard 
and has all the new information for 2019 
posted on the Chantry website. Stay tuned 
to the Derby website at www.chantrychi-
nook.com and our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/chantryderby for up to 
date news, coming from your 2019 Derby 
Committee.

Wishing you and yours a very safe and 
happy festive season. 

Bert Kuntz

2019 CHANTRY CHINOOK CLASSIC 
SALMON DERBY DECEMBER UPDATE

LHFC REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS
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MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWALS
It’s time to start thinking about your 
membership renewal. Members who 
receive their newsletter through the mail 
should check the Mailing Label on the their 
envelope and if your membership renewal 
date is highlighted then your membership 
is due Jan 1, 2019. Members who receive 
their newsletter via email will receive an 
email if your membership is due in the next 
few days. If you don’t receive an email your 
membership is good.

Don’t forget you can renew your 
membership on the internet. Just 
visit our website www.lakehuron-
fishingclub.com or here is a direct to 
our form and PayPal page:  https://
www.cognitoforms.com/LHFC2/
LakeHuronFishingClubMembershipForm.

Bob

The LHFC is appealing directly to its 
membership for volunteers to come forward 
in a number of critical programs.

The Port Elgin hatchery needs volunteers 
to add to the following hatchery crews:
• Sunday 1:00 PM

• Saturday 9:30 AM

• Friday 2:00 PM

Sunday is our most critical need as only 
one crew member is currently committed 
to that day. If interested please contact 
Gary Biederman at 519-832-5639 or Dave 
Myette at wildturkeydave@gmail.com.

The Kincardine hatchery needs volunteers 
to compliment the following hatchery crews:
• Monday 4:45 PM • Thursday 3:00 PM

• Tuesday 3:30 PM • Friday 4:00 PM

• Wednesday 5:00 PM • Sunday 7:00 PM

If interested please contact Rachel 
Kellard at rachelkellard@hotmail.com or Ron 
Kruilicki at vickru@hurontel.on.ca.

Although we are appealing directly to our 
membership, any volunteer is welcome. 
Please pass on this message to friends, 
relatives, etc. or encourage high school 
students to volunteer as part of their 40 
hours of service required for graduation. An 
existing volunteer member will always be 
on hand to give instructions. Time commit-
ments would be approximately half hour 
per hatchery visit.

The School Hatchery Program contin-
ues to grow in popularity. But assistance 
is needed in the following areas/schools. 
Chesley, Hanover, Walkerton, Kincardine, 
Goderich. If interested please contact Rich-
ard Elliott Jr. at richard.elliott.jr13@gmail.
com.

For any questions or comments regarding 
this appeal, please feel free to contact me at 
dickverrips@gmail.com.

Dick Verrips
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BIOTACTIC DENNY'S DAM REPORT
As Phil mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Biotactic Inc. asked members of the Lake 
Huron Fishing Club and Ontario Steelheaders to help them lift steelhead rainbow at Denny's 
Dam.

The Denny's Dam crew completed this task on October 16th. Biotactic photographed, 
identified and radio-tagged 50 adult rainbows.

Biotactic will track these fish over the years as they migrate up the Saugeen and back to 
Lake Huron.

Major refurbishment work was completed at Denny’s Dam just 
after Thanksgiving. The drain line from the trout sump was 
replaced as part of the wind up to this job. Many thanks to Tom 
Stewart, Grant McAlpine and T.A. Stewart and Son Contracting 
Ltd. for making things happen and getting the line swapped out 
before the ground froze up.

DENNY'S DAM DRAIN 
LINE SWAPOUT

TROUT FROM  
KINCARDINE HATCHERY
Last month Mike and Phil Hahn made the many trips and 
brought 9000 Rainbow and 4000 Brown trout up from the Club’s 
Kincardine Trout Hatchery. These trout will continue to grow while 
they overwinter in the Port Elgin Hatchery.

Thanks to Mike and Phil. And thanks to Ron Krulicki and the 
hatchery volunteers of the Kincardine hatchery for raising these 
fish, and to Garry Biederman and the hatchery volunteers of the 
Port Elgin hatchery for preparing the plant for their winter stay.
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Executive Meeting Dates:
May 17, 2018

October 18, 2018

General Meetings:
April 12, 2018

September 13, 2018

Special Events :
Adopt a highway -TBA

Spring fish fry - June 9, 2018
Derby BBQ at Rowland's Your Independent Grocer - June 30, 2018

Derby Media Day/Sponsor Appreciation - July 6, 2018
Derby - July 27 to August 12, 2018
Derby Awards - August 12, 2018
Pig Roast - September 8, 2018

Christmas Party - December 6, 2018

Special Projects:
Docks in (Kincardine) - April 28, 29, 2018

Docks out (Kincardine) - September 29, 30, 2018
Chinook & Rainbow egg collection - TBA
Chinook, Rainbow, Brown release - TBA

Baie Dor Docks - TBA
2017 Conservation Projects - TBA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


